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Interacting with History: Teaching with Primary Sources. Katharine Lehman, ed. 
Chicago, American Library Association, 2014. 136p. illus. index. $45. ISBN 13: 978-0-
8389-1205-8. 
     Broadcasting itself as a primary sources teaching resource, Interacting with History: 
Teaching with Primary Resources contains lesson plans, assignments, ideas, and 
resources that can help K-12 teachers teach their students about primary resource 
particularly in the context of history. The book contains excellent images, screencaps, 
outlines, lesson plans, and bibliographies, which will serve teachers looking to make 
history more immediate and accessible to students. 
    However, the title of the book is misleading. It really ought to contain “Library of 
Congress” somewhere in the title, since most of the book is actually about how K-12 
teachers can use Library of Congress (LOC) collections and resources to teach students 
about primary sources and history. In fact, the whole first chapter of the book focuses on 
the LOC, its history, and its collections. Most of the resources referred to in the book 
come from the LOC, from collections to handouts to assignments. While this is not 
inherently awful or problematic, it seems dishonest to bill this book as one that will 
provide readers with a broad introduction to the topic and resources, when, in fact, it is a 
detailed view of how the LOC can be used in this regard.  
     Other than the misleading title and despite the brevity of the book Interacting with 
History  is an excellent resource for K-12 teachers wishing to help their students 
encounter and utilize primary sources. It contains useful, immediately applicable 
resources, assignments, handouts, and lesson plans that are easy to employ, and the work 
provides URLs for other non-LOC resources. This resource is highly recommended for 
public libraries, school libraries, and university libraries, especially universities with 
strong education and library science programs. 
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